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ENGINEERS NEWS

" SF Labor Movement
Was Born in Historic
Strike 30 Years Ago

Though Big Business today is again riding herd on the

American people as it has in recurrent periods of bossism | Valentine, international president
we can take solid comfort in the | of the Molders in these early years,

over the past half-century,

bread and butter history of the labor movement and gain

reassurance that out of a fraternity so well founded will come
eventually a better life for all. |

won by members of the Maolders
and Foundry Workers Union.
William P, McCabe, a Molder,
was president of the Iron Trades
Council in 1901, Al
Wynn, present sec-
retary of Bay Citles
Metal Trades Coun-
cil, came Inlo the
council in 1007, Mike
Roach, later a fed-
eral judge, and John
Bill MeCabe I. Nolan, bolh
“pounded sand” as molders. Joe

| was ‘a San Franciscan.

|  The Machinists, Steamfitters, and
Bollermakers were active in these
early days. Timothy Reardon, at

San Francisco, key city of the
West, witnessed the birth of a vig-
orous, effective labor movement

#~just 50 vears ago this month of

Tgles. Through that summer, fall |

—

-revolition which- had started

Mﬂ!l'l 1951,

On a spring morning back in she
new century, on May 23, 1801,
about 8000 men employed in the
waterfront shipyards and iron
works went on sirike for a nine-
hour day, Out of this 10-month
strike was born a leadership and
a labor movement thal have given
strength and rich heritage to the
gtrong organization we enjoy to-
day.

WE ARE WARNED

In American labor al presenl we | were conceived and laid out in San  the account of which provided

hear repeated warning from our Francisco’s indusirial revolution of | much of the material for this ar-
alder leaders that we must return |5p vears ago. Brawny, keen- | ticle

to the solid, fighting attitude of the | pinded, hard-working, skilled THE MECHANICS STATUE

early days if labor is to hold the
recopgnition and respect that is due
this majority block of citizen-vol-
ers in community, state, and na-
tion,

In response, we shrug it off, say
“Let George do it," and feil to
vote and alttend union meetings;
from this negligence we reap divi-
dends in ever grealer anti-labor
steps by employer elements, hoth
political and ecopomic. Today, the
harder yvou work, the more taxes

and do no productive work, Surely

the time has arrived for a slmng,!‘-’xp'-'l'fﬂnﬂed “brutality in  other |bushes of Golden Gate Park. He

clear voice and action by Amer-
ica’s wage-earners.
A SPRING MORNING IN 1801

We have but to turn the pages
back to that spring morning in
1001 on the San Francisco water-
front for a lesson on today's trou-

and winter, on into the next vear,
the strike held firm, in the face of
bloodshed at the hands of company
goons and gunmen, strikebreakers,
and emplovers who had never
learned that slavery was a thing
of the past.

At one time In the loft of a
boarding house on the hill over-
looking the shipyards there wera
as many as eleven wounded and in-
Jured men being caved for by the
militant, courageous, brotherly
metal trades strikers. When a man
was hurt ‘they hid him and cared
for him. They gathered food and
money for each other; slrike bene-
fiis were 35 cents a day.

The big is5ue at stake was arrival
of the machine age, the indusirial
in
Europe and the East earlier and
finally arrived in this new indus-
trial center where thousands of
skilled men were turning out the
best in ships and mining equipment
in the days before fast rail service
across the continent,

MACHINE AGE ARRIVES

Intvoduction of electrical ma-
chinery forced the laving off of
men, It was an ‘issue of men or

has never fully accepted these ob- | present a delegate to Bay Citles
ligations, thereby forcing the fed-  Metal Trades Council from Plumb-
eral government, in the name of |ers, Steamfitters Local 38, was ac-
human decency, to establish social | tive in the historic strike of 1901,
security and unemployment insur- |later led the 1907 sirike for the

ance. An employer who makes mil-
lions for his own securily out of
our free enterprise system reluses
to accept the human vesponsibili-
ties that go with this privilege.
Through powerful political pres-
isure, he has forced tax privileges
by which he is paid for the deteri-
loration of his plant and equip-
{ment, but he will have nothing to
do with wornoul human beings,

These fundamentals of fair play

| tradesmen whose fathers had built
ships on the Clyde in Scotland or
crossed the plains in covered wag-
| ons, they saw the light as we often
| today lose sight of it In the glare

{of war scareg, politics, and pur-|

yposely confusing, preoccupying
newspaper-radio chatter and sensa-
[ Honalism.

A BRUTAL UNDERTAKING

They knew pretty well what was

iearly San Francisco, for they had

cities and other lands But they
| were strong in body, spirit, and
:hmtheﬂmnd, and that s all U
{lakes Lo win a eause for human
| decency and dignity.

| The strike originally was set for
| May 1, but out of respect lo Presi-
| dent MeKinley who was to launch
the battleship Ohio on May 12, it
was postponed until May 23. The
President launched the ship, and
then the jobs were struck.

In the following months viclenos
arose and true labor leadership
emerged, Armed guards shot into
a group of men when they gath-
ered on a streel near a struck

domination, that when & striker's
rent was up he returned home: in
the evening to find his wife and
chitdren and all his furniture on
the street.
[ IMPORT STRIKEBREARERS

The plants invelved arranged for
the importation of thousands of
professional strikebreakers. These
men made a career of it and were
tough and skilled on the job. They
were paid well, and often asked
the strikers, "Why are you on
strike 7"
[ The blacklist was in full effect,
Inntl a striker's job security was not
worth. a penny. Company  spies
wera in full bloom. They would
hide behind equipment to overhear
workers' conversations and report
them.

But through violence, intimida-

in store for them when me;.'l
you pay; the schemers dodge toxes | tackled the headstrong bosses of |a serlous blow lo city tradition to

Plant. So extensive was company |

machines, Those first o go were | Hon, and extreme hardship the
the older men, those wilh a biy of | Sirikers held firm. The spirit was
gray in thelr hair, who had given |there, and the leadership was of
the best part of  their lives and |that caliber thal one rarvely sees in
made millions for the owners. today's comparatively soft, effemi-
. The Tron Trades Council (now |nate, and corruption-wenkened civ-
known as Bay Cities Metal Trades | Hizalion. 3
Council}, which was organized In | The uwmons sent one of their
1800, decided that shorter hours of | leaders, Walter MacArthur. of the
work was the answer. It was de- | Sailors, back e Washington, and
cided that by knocking off one | from this visit fedoral conciliators

elght-hour day, and went on Lo
further union leadership and held
city and state public office almost
continuously since 1912,

Today, at 75, Tim Reardon regu-
larly attends meetings of his un-
fon and of the Metal Trades Coun- |
cil. His most recent service to la- |
tor most appropriately was one |
having to do with memorializing |
those very days at the turn of the |
| century he remembers so well and |

The city fathers in 1950 decided
that it would be best, for one rea-
{son or' another, but avowsadly for
| automohile traffic reasons, (0 move
ithe Peter Donaghus Mechanics
| statue from s place at First and
| Market streels. Firs{t to protest
| was Brother Tim Reardon, and the
labor eouncils quickly voted him |
| delegates to take with him at a
protest before city officials.

Tim told them that it would be

Imﬂk‘e the statue out among the
!s[.luke with authority, having been
| president of the board of public
{works for 18 years and held many
{other city commissions. He ques-
itiun«el:l the police, who admitted
'that by moving the statue 40 feet
to one side plenty of room for traf-
fie would be created. Thiz plan was
finally agreed to, and this hand-
some  bronZze monument remains
where It belongs, in the neighbor-
hood of the early-day shops where
worked the men in whose honor it
wasg erected. |

The 10-ton statue, created hy
Douglas Tilden, is generally re-
| garded as one of the most nltrm--|
tive of ils Kind in the entire na-
ton. It = composed of five muscu-
lar workmen straining at an old-
siyle metal drill-punch press. These
were the men who buiit the battle-
| ghips Oregon, Wisconsin, Ohio, and
turned out huge gquantities of
equipment for the rapidly-growing
California. -
| The statue was erected in 1899
by the Donahue family, owners of
|a prosperous iron works at that
| tinre, The Inscription on it reads:
“Dedicated to Mechanies by James
Mervin Donahue, in memory of his
father, Peter Donahue.”

No maore appropriate act could
have been performed by Brother
Tim Reardon than the keeping of

hour a day just that much maore
employment would be crealed fov
thoge needing -it.

Up 1o ihis time the daily 31Er|l|

was 10 hourk and 10 minutes adny,
The 10 minutes was not paid Hime
—it was pul in there for'a man io
get ready to stari work coxaetly
on time,

The Iron Trades knew they
couldn't stop progress. But they

alse instinctively vealized the he- |

ginnings of such basic employment
pringiplez as the employer's re-
zponsibility to his eolder men end
Job security.

Even to this day, management

stepped. inte the piciure. his
helped Lo thaw Lhe impasse. and in
March of the following year the
men hegan o celurn o work, Ris-
Idopn Iron Works pave in ficzgl and
wii followed by Union Iron Wolks
and Lthe others.
THE MILITANT MOLDERS |
Moving foree behind the strike
weke the tradivionally tough and
| golid Molders, whose fathers before
themn worked at the same trade
and with the same (gols in Europe
and eastern Amervica, Many of the
most militant Jeaders and maost |
| erucial strikes in American lahor
history have come out of and been !




















