
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

OPERATING ENGINEERS LOCAL UNION NO. 3 

DOCUMENTS 70 YEARS OF HISTORY 

 
Breaking Ground: The History of Operating Engineers Local No. 3 

chronicles the seventy-year history of one of America's largest 

construction unions through historical text and breathtaking 
photographs. Drawing on never-before published archival materials 

dating back to before the Great Depression, it documents how a union 

evolved from a fledging 1,000-member entity into one of today’s most 
influential unions. 

 

Operating Engineers Local No. 3 represents 40,000 workers in Northern California, Northern Nevada, 
Utah, Hawaii and the Mid-Pacific Islands. Breaking Ground tells the story of this union’s odyssey 

through over seven decades of economic and political challenges. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
To schedule an event: To schedule a presentation, interview or book signing, or for additional 

information about the book’s content, contact Local 3 Communications Director Charlie Costello at 

(510) 748-7400 or ccostello@oe3.org 

 
To request a sample copy: To request a copy for a book review or feature story, contact M.T. 

Publishing at (888) 263-4702. Bookstores should contact M.T. Publishing directly for pricing and event 

material coordination. 
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